Malaysia leading clinical trial development of dengue drugs, says
Health Minister

Aedes mosquitoes, the primary vectors that transmit
Dengue disease. Photo by cdc.gov.

Malaysia will lead the development of clinical trials of several existing medicines used for other
diseases to treat dengue fever in the country.

Health Minister Khairy Jamaluddin Abu Bakar said the trials would be conducted in the country
through Clinical Research Malaysia (CRM) and expected to take between six months and a year
before the drug was registered as a cure for dengue if it was effective in treating the disease.

"This effort involves collaboration between Malaysia and a NGO Drugs for Neglected Diseases
initiative (DNDi) as well as several other countries such as Brazil and India to see the effectiveness of
existing drugs to treat dengue.

"We have signed a memorandum of understanding (MoU) through CRM to carry out the clinical trial
and it is expected to start in a few months,” he told reporters in southern Melaka state on Sunday
(June 5). - Malaysian National News Agency (Bernama), June 5, 2022
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